
September 22, 2019 

WHICH WAY IS THE RIGHT WAY? 

EZEKIEL 21:18-23 

 

 

Introduction: 

1.  Life is full of decisions.  Every day we are faced with choices.  We may call them “forks” in 

     the road. 

2.  Making the right choice, choosing the right fork, sometimes may be difficult. 

3.  In OT times, divination was a much practiced thing among the eastern peoples.  Seers,  

     oracles, astrologers, enchanters, and soothsayers all used various methods to foretell the 

     future. 

4.  In our text we see King Nebuchadnezzer standing at a fork in the road as he sought to  

     conquer the nation of Israel.  He stood at the way that was made for him by the prophet 

     Ezekiel, and used three means of divination to see which city should be destroyed first. 

5.  Should he go to Jerusalem or Rabbath, which today is modern Amman, Jordan? 

6.  The one thing we must always consider when we stand at the fork in the road is: are we 

     willing to assume the responsibility if our choice turns out to be a wrong decision? 

 

  I.  WHEN CONFRONTED WITH A LIFE DECISION, WHOM SHOULD WE SEEK 

      COUNSEL FROM? 

      A.  Nebuchadnezzer used three types of divination to get his answer: 

 1.  He shook the arrows.  According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the names of 

      towns to be attacked were written on the arrow shafts, then put into a quiver, 

      shaken up and drawn out one at a time. 

 2.  He consulted images.  These were small, carved icons that were put into the hand and 

      then rolled out on the ground like dice, to see how they would land and to what city 

      they would point to. 

 3.  He looked into the liver.  Livers were usually taken from animals, but sometimes from 

      humans.  If the liver was of good size and healthy looking, prosperity was in order, 

      but if it was parched, thin, hard or an ugly black color, adverse fate was looked for. 

      B.  Now we don’t do these things today when we need to make a decision, but sometimes 

 we  look to others for help, who may just help us make a wrong decision. 

      C.  Any life decision that omits God’s counsel will be a wrong decision.  Job 15:8  Have you 

heard the counsel of God?  Do you limit wisdom to yourself? 
      D.  If you look to human counseling, get it from someone who will guide you to God’s 

 counsel.  cf. Exodus 18:19  Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and God 

will be with you: Stand before God for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to 

God. 
 

 II.  WHAT MAY BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR WRONG DECISIONS? 

      A.  When you reject God’s counsel the consequences may be severe.  Psalm 107:11-12  

Because they rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel of the Most High, 

therefore He brought down their heart with labor, they fell down, and there was none to help. 

      B.  The wrong counsel may cause you to lose faith and reject God in your life.  Hosea 4:12  

My people ask counsel from their wooden idols, and their staff informs them.  For the spirit of 

harlotry has caused them to stray, and they have played the harlot against their God. 

      C.  The wrong decision may cause your family to suffer physically and eternally.   

 



 

III.  HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT THE CORRECT DECISION IS? 

      A.  Like Nebuchadnezzer we may try to shake the arrows, consult the images, or look into 

 the liver, and hope that what rolls out is the right thing. 

      B.  Or, we may call upon God to reveal to us through His Spirit whether or not we have 

 made the right decision.  Psalm 48:14  For this is God, our God forever and ever; He 

will be our guide even to death.  Psalm 73:24  You will guide me with Your counsel, and 

afterward receive me to glory. 
      C.  When we allow God to guide us, it will always be the right decision. 

      D.  Just remember this: God wants you to turn to Him when life’s decisions are to be made. 

 2 Chronicles 15:3-4  For a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a 

teaching priest, and without law; but when in their trouble they turned to the Lord God of 

Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them. 
 

Conclusion: 

1.  Are you standing at a crossroad right now?  Are you uncertain as to which way you should  

     go? 

2.  God is waiting for you to call upon Him so that He can direct your path.  Proverbs 3:6  In all 

your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 


